
JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

CONSEIL JUDICIAIRE DE L’EGLISE METHODISTE UNIE 

RECHTSHOF DER EVANGELISCH-METHODISTISCHEN KIRCHE 

CONSELHO JUDICIAL DA IGREJA METODISTA UNIDA 

CONSEJO DE LA JUDICATURA DE LA IGLESIA METODISTA 

UNIDA  
 

 

Petition for Declaratory Decision 
 

 
This form is to be used by the Secretary of the body authorized to petition the Judicial Council for a ruling 
in the nature of a declaratory decision as to the constitutionality, meaning, application, or effect of (please 

check one):  
☐ 

 

☐ 
 

☐ 

 

The Book of Discipline 2016 or any portion thereof (¶ 2610.1) √ 
 
any act or legislation of a General Conference (¶ 2610.1) 
 
any proposed legislation (¶ 2609.2) 

 

Name of body authorized to make a Petition (¶ 2610.2): 
Kenya-Ethiopia Annual Conference 

 
Date of session:March 10-13, 2022 (month/day/year) Location: NAIROBI  

Name of Secretary: REV WILTON T.A. ODONGO  

Address:BOX 3124  City:NAIROBI 

State/Province:NAIROBI ZIP/Postal Code 00200 Country: KENYA 

Phone:+254725768593 Fax: N/A E-mail:odongo@umckenya-ethiopiaconference.org 
 
 
To be reviewed (indicate paragraph number, title of legislation and/or act where applicable): 

Book of Discipline:

Par. 14, 502.3 
 
Legislation: N/A   
Act of General Conference:N/A 
 

 
Signature:   

Secretary of the Conference/Body 

 
The following must be attached: 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Date: March 13
th

 ,2022   
(month/day/year) 

 
o Text of the written Petition for Declaratory Decision as originally presented  

REQUEST FOR JUDICIAL COUNCIL DECLARATRY DECISION  

I move that the Kenya-Ethiopia Annual Conference request a declaratory decision from the Judicial 

Council under ¶ 2610.2j to answer the following questions: 

 1)     Given that the Commission on the General Conference has announced the third postponement 

of the 2020 General Conference to 2024 while expressing uncertainty about who will be the delegates 

in 2024 (see the attached March 3, 2022, Press Release of the Commission on General Conference), 

will the session held in 2024 be a postponed session of the 2020 General Conference, or will it be the 



regular session of the 2024 General Conference? If it is a postponed session of the 2020 General 

Conference, must the regular session of the 2024 General Conference also be held? 

2)     Whether or not the 2024 session is a postponed or regular session, must annual conferences elect 

new delegates in order to comply with ¶ 502.3, which states, “Delegates to the General Conference 

shall be elected at the session of the annual conference held not more than two annual conference 

sessions before the calendar year preceding the session of the General Conference?” If new delegates 

must be elected, will the number of delegates to be elected be based on the allocation of delegates for 

the 2020 General Conference or a revised allocation of delegates based on the formula for a regular 

2024 General Conference? 

 Furthermore, we ask for an expedited ruling, so that annual conferences may prepare for the election 

of delegates in a timely manner if required. 

Rev. Paul Matheri 

District Superintendent 

+254712066180 

paulmatheri@yahoo.com 

Box 13 Naivasha  

 

 

 

p o Minutes of proceedings 

o  List of names and addresses of interested parties, including eu mail  
o  Other relevant materials (e.g. conference rules, resolutions, policies, reports) 

 

� Send electronic copy of this form and all materials in PDF and Microsoft Word 

format to: secretary@umcjudicialcouncil.org 

 

� Mail thirteen (13) sets of hard copies to: 
 

UMC Judicial Council, c/o LaNella Smith, Assistant to the J.C. Secretary, 

1215 Shady Lane, Durham, NC 27712 

C.C.  

1. Rev. Paul Matheri 

District Superintendent 

+254712066180 

paulmatheri@yahoo.com 

Box 13 Naivasha  

 

2. Bishop Daniel A. WANDABULA 

Presiding & Resident Bishop 

East Africa Episcopal Area  

Plot No.38 Nambi Road Bank Village, Naguru. 

P.O Box 12554, Kampala, Uganda 

Phone (256) 414 533978 

Fax :(256) 414 533982 Mobile: +256 772 507 173, 

Email: bishopeaeaumc@gmail.com 



 

 

3. Bishop Thomas Bickerton, the president of the Council of Bishops.  

Mailing Address 

20 Soundview Avenue 

White Plains New York 10606 United States of America 

Email: bishop@nyac.org.  

Phone Number (s) (914) 615-2221 

Fax Number: (914) 615-2246 

  
 



 

Commission on the General Conference 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

March 3, 2022 

General Conference further postponed to 2024 

Nashville, Tenn.: As the pandemic continues and the wait time for visas stretches to over two years in some 

countries, the Commission on the General Conference announced today that the 2020 General Conference cannot 

be held in 2022 due to COVID-related and governmental policies/constraints.   

Commission members received a report based on conversations with multiple officials of the U. S. Department of 

State outlining the massive backlog of visa applications in some areas. This backlog has led to wait times up to 

800+ days for scheduling an initial interview. In addition, commission members described an increasingly complex 

interview process in some areas requiring two or three interviews, which also creates a roadblock that would 

preclude participation by many delegates outside the United States of America.   

Commission chairperson Kim Simpson said the decision to postpone once again was an exceedingly difficult one, 

with many factors to consider -- including visas and passports, the health and safety of delegates, volunteers and 

other attendees, vaccination rates, and the need for provisions for quarantine or medical care should any 

delegates contract COVID-19. 

"We engaged in a fair, thorough, integrity-filled discussion of the alternatives," said Simpson. "The visa issue is a 

reality that is simply outside our control as we seek to achieve a reasonable threshold of delegate presence and 

participation. Ultimately our decision reflects the hope that 2024 will afford greater opportunity for global travel 

and a higher degree of protection for the health and safety of delegates and attendees."  

The Book of Discipline 2016 requires the Commission to take necessary measures to assure full participation of all 

General Conference delegates. Consistent with that guidance, the Commission determined that the physical 

attendance of as many delegates as possible at the General Conference is critically necessary. 

A significant advantage of further postponing the 2020 General Conference to 2024 is that the Commission has 

already secured a venue for what would have been the regularly scheduled quadrennial event. An announcement 

about the location will be forthcoming as soon as the required logistical planning is complete.  

According to Sara Hotchkiss, Business Manager of the General Conference, moving the legislative gathering to 

2023 was an option that was discussed, but was not found to be feasible due to a number of reasons, including but 

not necessarily limited to the logistical challenges of planning, the remaining backlog of visa applications and 

interviews, and the proximity to the 2024 General Conference.   

A technology study team appointed by the Commission reported in February 2021 that it wasn’t feasible to create 

a virtual alternative of the General Conference that would safeguard the integrity of the voting and credentialing 

process, meet legal requirements, and support the complexity of the legislative committees required by ¶507.11 

including but not limited to interpretation in multiple languages, and meaningful participation across multiple time 

zones. While many churches and organizations have adapted technology for events that are based heavily on 

presenter/observer situations, that is not the type of gathering that embodies a General Conference. Full 

participation of delegates in Christian conferencing as a means of grace was not seen as possible under these 

circumstances. 

Secretary of the General Conference, Gary Graves, said the further postponement raises a number of additional 

questions not specifically addressed in The Book of Discipline 2016. “As the postponed 2020 General Conference 



now enters the typical cycle of preparation for a General Conference that would have been held in 2024, we will 

need to look to the Judicial Council for clarity regarding which preparations and processes are based on the 

postponed 2020 General Conference and which would need to be enacted should this be seen as a new 2024 

General Conference.”   

The Judicial Council recently ruled that, “the deadlines for petitions submission in ¶ 507 are based on the date of 

the postponed General Conference and reset with each postponement.” 

The Commission will meet again on March 28 to continue the work of preparing for the postponed 2020 General 

Conference and looking ahead for possible solutions that may help avoid delays in future meetings should 

unforeseen circumstances occur or persist. 

Simpson expressed appreciation to all of those in the Dakotas-Minnesota Area who were involved in planning for 

hosting and providing volunteers for the Minneapolis event. “We want to recognize the efforts of everyone who 

has worked so hard over several years to provide a welcoming experience. We are grateful to James Haun for his 

leadership as Local Host Committee Chair and his service on the Commission on the General Conference,” said 

Simpson.  

Hotchkiss added, “We appreciate the patience and understanding of the Local Host Committee as we have gone 

back to the drawing board on multiple occasions. They have been more than gracious.”   

According to Graves, “It is always a monumental task to host the General Conference, but to prepare several times 

and still not be able to put those plans into action seems even more difficult. We look forward to ways that we will 

honor the efforts of the Dakotas-Minnesota Local Host Committee when we finally meet together.” 

“The Commission appreciates that many people are disappointed about the circumstances of the 2020 General 

Conference and shares in the disappointment that it has not been able to be held,” said Simpson. “COVID-19 has 

tested the collective patience, understanding, compassion, resolve, and even faith of the world. Commission 

members remain hopeful and pray that the world’s circumstances improve to help make the next General 

Conference not only possible, but a reminder of the witness of The United Methodist Church as a global 

representation of the body of Christ.” 

### 

 

About General Conference 

General Conference is the top policy-making body of The United Methodist Church. The assembly typically meets at 

the beginning of each quadrennium to consider revisions to church law, as well as adopt resolutions on current 

moral, social, public policy and economic issues. It also approves plans and budgets for church-wide programs for 

the next four years. 

Media contact: 

Diane Degnan ddegnan@umcom.org 

615.742.5406 (o) 615.483.1765 (c) 

 

 

 

 



Kenya-Ethiopia Annual Conference Request for a Declaratory Decision 

Interested Parties / Persons 
 

 

Rev Wilton T.A. Odongo [Conference Secretary] 

Kenya-Ethiopia Annual Conference Secretary 

Nairobi [District] Superintendent 
Box 3124, Nairobi, Kenya 

odongo@umckenya-ethiopiaconference.org 
 
 

Rev. Paul Matheri [moved request for declaratory decision] 

District Superintendent 

Box 13, Naivasha 
paulmatheri@yahoo.com 

 

 

Bishop Daniel A. Wandabula 

Presiding & Resident Bishop 

East Africa Episcopal Area 
Plot No.38 Nambi Road Bank Village, Naguru. P.O. Box 12554, Kampala, Uganda 

bishopeaeaumc@gmail.com 
 
 

Bishop Thomas Bickerton 

President, Council of Bishops 
Member of the Commission on General Conference 

20 Soundview Avenue, White Plains New York 10606 United States of America 

bishop@nyac.com 
 

Rev. Dr. Gary Graves 
Secretary of the General Conference 

Member of the Commission on General Conference 

ggraves@umcgc.org 

 
 

 

Wilton Odongo [Conf Secy] <odongo@umckenya-ethiopiaconference.org>, 
Paul Matheri [moved RDD] <paulmatheri@yahoo.com>, 

Bishop Daniel Wandabula [Presiding Bishop] <bishopeaeaumc@gmail.com>, 

Bishop Thomas Bickerton [President COB, COGC] <bishop@nyac.com>, 
Gary Graves [GC Secretary, COGC] <ggraves@umcgc.org>, 


