
Virginia Annual Conference 

Request for a Declaratory Decision 
 

 

Motion for a Request for a Declaratory Decision – 2022 Virginia Annual Conference 

Rev. Rob Vaughn (clergy, Arlington District, Community of Faith UMC) 

 

I move that the Virginia Annual Conference petition the Judicial Council for the 

following declaratory decisions:  

Request for a Declaratory Decision from the Virginia Annual Conference on the 

Meaning, Effect and Application of Par. 362.1(e) and Par. 2701.5 and Par. 2704.2 

and Par. 2706.5, in determining if, and under what circumstances, the supervisory 

process can be extended beyond the 90-day limit of Par. 362.1(e), as well as what 

role a bishop has in facilitating a timely resolution of a complaint, as well as what 

role a bishop has in bringing about a just resolution after the matter has been 

referred to the counsel for the church as a judicial complaint, and whether the 

complainant and respondent and counsel for the church may reach a just resolution 

without the bishop’s involvement. 

Request for a Declaratory Decision from the Virginia Annual Conference on the 

Meaning, Effect, and Application of Par. 362.1, in determining the permissibility 

of a bishop, having received a signed written complaint, to solicit a second 

complaint on the same matter from a different complainant, as well as whether the 

complaint may be continued even after the original complainant withdraws that 

complaint. 

Request for a Declaratory Decision from the Virginia Annual Conference on the 

Meaning, Effect and Application of Par, 362.1, in determining the proper course 

for remediation when the process outlined in the Book of Discipline is not 

followed, and whether the annual conference may have some way to intervene 

along the lines of Judicial Council Memorandum 1189, which states in part, 

“In instances where appropriate process was not observed, the annual conference 

should consider taking appropriate steps to resolve any deviation from disciplinary 

process.” 
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Request for a Declaratory Decision 
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Rev Joshua King [Conf Secy] <joshuaking@vaumc.org>, 

Rev Dr Rob Vaughn [Moved RDD] <drrobvaughn@gmail.com>, 

Bishop Sharma D Lewis [Presiding Bishop] <bishoplewis@vaumc.org>, 

Terri Biggins [Bishop's Exec Asst] <TerriBiggins@vaumc.org>, 

Steven D Brown Esq [Chancellor] <sbrown@islerdare.com>, 

 

 

 

Rev. Joshua King [Virginia Conference Secretary] 

Website: vaumc.org 

 joshuaking@vaumc.org 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Rob Vaughn [Made motion for Request for Declaratory Decision] 

13224 Franklin Farm Road, Herndon VA 20171-4034 

drrobvaughn@gmail.com  

 

 

Bishop Sharma D. Lewis [Presiding Bishop] 

Virginia Conference – The United Methodist Church 

10330 Staples Mill Road, Glen Allen VA 23060 

bishoplewis@vaumc.org  

 

Ms. Terri Biggins [Bishop's Executive Assistant] 

TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  

 

 

Steven D. Brown, Esq. [Chancellor] 

Virginia Conference Chancellor 

Isler Dare [Partner], 1111 East Main Street, Suite 1605, Richmond, Virginia 23219 

www.islerdare.com 

sbrown@islerdare.com    

 

 












































































































