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Greater New Jersey Annual Conference 

Questions of Law 
 

Question of Law - #1 

Is the required payment term on page 146 lines 18 through 22 which states, “For congregations 

that disaffiliate, and their appointed pastor(s) remain(s) in the UMC, the estimated clergy 

compensation including housing and benefits for 18 months and maximum moving expenses for 

two moves per individual. If an appointment is identified for the impacted pastor by June 30, 

2024, any unused portion from this item will be reimbursed to the disaffiliating congregation by 

August 1, 2024.” the work of the Trustees under paragraph 2553.4? 

 

Question of Law - #2 

Is this required payment term on page 146 lines 18 through 22 and actions of GNJ trustees 

subject to a Question of Law under Paragraph 51 as the GNJ trustees are amenable to the annual 

conference, under Book of Discipline Paragraph 604 and 2512 which states, “They shall be 

amenable to the annual conference…” 

 

Question of Law - #3 

By adopting A Call For Discernment and Renewal on page 139 lines 33-40 in the Pre-

Conference Workbook, did the GNJ annual conference delegate to its trustees the absolute 

authority to make final decisions on adding terms to the standard terms of disaffiliation, apart 

from annual conference action as required in Paragraph 2553.4a which states,   “Annual 

conferences (my emphasis) may develop additional standard terms that are not inconsistent with 

the standard form of this paragraph?”   

See JCD 1210.  

 

See JCD 1444   which states, “This reserve right…is not absolute but must be counter-balanced 

by the General Conference’s power to “1. Define and fix the powers and duties of the annual 

conferences in Para. 16.3 not the least because the constitution qualifies this reserve right with 

the concluding sentence:  ‘The annual conference shall discharge such duties and exercise such 

powers as the General Conference under the constitution may determine?’” 

 

Question of Law - #4 

Does the adopting of A Call To Discernment and Renewal  violate provisions in the Book of 

Discipline in paragraphs 620 – 628 and elsewhere, regarding clergy funding and appointment, by 

permitting the GNJ conference trustees to be empowered to usurp authority expressly reserved to 

other entities of the church, in reliance of erroneous assertions of authority based on Paragraph 

2553? 

 

Question of Law - #5 

Does the adoption of A Call To Discernment and Renewal allow the annual conference, its 

agencies and/or GNJ Trustees to financially obligate another organizational unit of the United 

Methodist Church in violation of Paragraph 604.2, which states, “An annual conference cannot 

financially obligate any organizational unit of the United Methodist Church except the annual 

conference itself?” 

 

Submitted by:  Rev. Robert E. Costello   

   3 Dogwood Drive, Somers Point NJ 08244 

   revbobesq@aol.com 
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%&'()*+,(-./0+)/)123(,,&4/25/,6&/789/:+2(.&,;/<=1),&&)/+.4/:-..&>,(-.+*/<+2*&/+.4/+4-?,&4/+,/
,6&/@+5/AB;/ACAA/)&))(-./-D/,6&/789/+..1+*/>-.D&=&.>&/+)/EFGHIJJGKLMGNOPQRMSTRSUGISVGWRSRXIJY/
+)/D-1.4/(./EACAAZ[:Z\:] Ẑ[44&.413ZD(.+*Z_&=)(-.ZD-=Z0&2Y/2&'(..(.'/0(,6/*(.&/BC/-./?+'&/
B̀a/+.4/>-.,(.1(.'/,-/*(.&/b/-./?+'&/̀cCd/+.4/

789/?12*()6&4/+.4/?=(.,&4/(,&3)/1.4&=/,6&/6&+4(.'/Ee()+DD(*(+,(-./<&=3)Y/(./+/4->13&.,/
(4&.,(D(&4/+)/EACAAZ[:Z\:] Ẑ[44&.413ZD(.+*Z_&=)(-.ZD-=Z0&2Y/+.4/,6&=&+D,&=/<6&/7=&+,&=/
8&0/9&=)&5/[..1+*/:-.D&=&.>&/(./06(>6/,6&/(,&3)/)&,/D-=,6/1.4&=/,6&/6&+4(.'/-D/E<&=3/f6&&,Y/
+=&/D-1.4/-./?+'&/̀cg/-D/,6&//EACAAZ[:Z\:] Ẑ[44&.413ZD(.+*Z_&=)(-.ZD-=Z0&2dY/+.4/

h./\+'&/̀cg;/*(.&)/̀b/,6=-1'6/AA/(./i/b/-D/EACAAZ[:Z\:] Ẑ[44&.413ZD(.+*Z_&=)(-.ZD-=Z0&2Y/
789/<=1),&&)/+..-1.>&4/,6&/D-**-0(.'/<&=3;/Ej-=/>-.'=&'+,(-.)/,6+,/4()+DD(*(+,&;/+.4/,6&(=/
+??-(.,&4/?+),-=k)l/=&3+(.k)l/(./,6&/m@:;/,6&/&),(3+,&4/>*&='5/>-3?&.)+,(-./(.>*14(.'/6-1)(.'/
+.4/2&.&D(,)/D-=/̀b/3-.,6)/+.4/3+n(313/3-_(.'/&n?&.)&)/D-=/,0-/3-_&)/?&=/(.4(_(41+*d/oD/+./
+??-(.,3&.,/()/(4&.,(D(&4/D-=/,6&/(3?+>,&4/?+),-=/25/91.&/BC;/ACAc;/+.5/1.1)&4/?-=,(-./D=-3/,6()/
(,&3/0(**/2&/=&(321=)&4/,-/,6&/4()+DD(*(+,(.'/>-.'=&'+,(-./25/[1'1),/̀;/ACAcdY//+.4/

<6&/+>,(-./-D/,6&/+..1+*/>-.D&=&.>&/(3?=-?&=*5/4&*&'+,&4/,-/,6&/789/<=1),&&)/,6&/?-0&=/,-/3+p&/
D(.+*/,&=3)/D-=/4()+DD(*(+,(-.;/(./>-.,=+4(>,(-./,-/=&q1(=&3&.,)/-D/,6&/rLLsGLtGNOPQOuJOSRG1.4&=/
?+=+'=+?6/AvvBdc+/

d̀wo)/,6&/=&q1(=&4/?+53&.,/,&=3/-./?+'&/̀cg/*(.&)/̀b/,6=-1'6/AA/06(>6/),+,&);/Ej-=/
>-.'=&'+,(-.)/,6+,/4()+DD(*(+,&;/+.4/,6&(=/+??-(.,&4/?+),-=k)l/=&3+(.k)l/(./,6&/m@:;/,6&/&),(3+,&4/
>*&='5/>-3?&.)+,(-./(.>*14(.'/6-1)(.'/+.4/2&.&D(,)/D-=/̀b/3-.,6)/+.4/3+n(313/3-_(.'/&n?&.)&)/
D-=/,0-/3-_&)/?&=/(.4(_(41+*d/oD/+./+??-(.,3&.,/()/(4&.,(D(&4/D-=/,6&/(3?+>,&4/?+),-=/25/91.&/BC;/
ACAc;/+.5/1.1)&4/?-=,(-./D=-3/,6()/(,&3/0(**/2&/=&(321=)&4/,-/,6&/4()+DD(*(+,(.'/>-.'=&'+,(-./25/
[1'1),/̀;/ACAcdY/,6&/0-=p/-D/,6&/<=1),&&)/1.4&=/?+=+'=+?6/AvvBdcx/

/
Adwo)/,6()/=&q1(=&4/?+53&.,/,&=3/-./?+'&/̀cg/*(.&)/̀b/,6=-1'6/AA/+.4/+>,(-.)/-D/789/,=1),&&)/
)12y&>,/,-/+/z1&),(-./-D/%+0/1.4&=/\+=+'=+?6/v̀/+)/,6&/789/,=1),&&)/+=&/+3&.+2*&/,-/,6&/
+..1+*/>-.D&=&.>&;/1.4&=/rLLsGLtGNOPQOuJOSRG\+=+'=+?6/gCc/+.4/Av̀A/06(>6/),+,&);/E<6&5/
)6+**/2&/+3&.+2*&/,-/,6&/+..1+*/>-.D&=&.>&{Y//
/

Bdŵ 5/+4-?,(.'/FGHIJJGKLMGNOPQRMSTRSUGISVGWRSRXIJ/-./?+'&/̀B|/*(.&)/BBZcC/(./,6&/\=&Z
:-.D&=&.>&/]-=p2--p;/4(4/,6&/789/+..1+*/>-.D&=&.>&/4&*&'+,&/,-/(,)/,=1),&&)/,6&/+2)-*1,&/
+1,6-=(,5/,-/3+p&/D(.+*/4&>()(-.)/-./+44(.'/,&=3)/,-/,6&/),+.4+=4/,&=3)/-D/4()+DD(*(+,(-.;/
+?+=,/D=-3/+..1+*/>-.D&=&.>&/+>,(-./+)/=&q1(=&4/(./\+=+'=+?6/AvvBdc+/06(>6/),+,&);///
E[..1+*/>-.D&=&.>&)/k35/&3?6+)()l/3+5/4&_&*-?/+44(,(-.+*/),+.4+=4/,&=3)/,6+,/+=&/.-,/
(.>-.)(),&.,/0(,6/,6&/),+.4+=4/D-=3/-D/,6()/?+=+'=+?6xY///
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Rev. Shelley Smith [Secretary of the Annual Conference] 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

ConferenceSecretary@gnjumc.org 

 

Rev Robert E Costello [Asked the Questions of Law] 

3 Dogwood Drive, Somers Point, NJ 08244 

revbobesq@aol.com 

 

Mr. Vasanth Victor [Chair, CCF&A]  

7 Cliffview Court, Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

vasanth_victor@hotmail.com 

 

Rev. Matthew Enzler [President, Conference Board of Trustees] 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

mathew.enzler@gmail.com 

 

Mr. Robert Zuckerman [Treasurer, Conference Board of Trustees] 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

rzuckerman@gnjumc.org 

 

Rev. Kay Dubuisson [Chair, Connectional Table] 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

kaay718@gmail.com 

 

Rev. Sang Won Doh [Dean of Cabinet] 

Raritan Shore District Superintendent & Dean of Cabinet 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

sdoh@gnjumc.org 

 

Bishop John R. Schol [Resident Bishop, Presiding] 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

BishopJohnSchol@gnjumc.org 
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Kay Dubuisson [Chair, Connectional Table] <kaay718@gmail.com>, 
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Bishop John R Schol [Presiding Bishop] <bishopjohnschol@gnjumc.org>, 


