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2024 NEJ Petition for Declaratory Decision #2 

NORTHEASTERN JURISDICATIONAL SESSION 
JULY 7 – 12, 2024 

 
Petition for Declaratory Decision #2 

  
Thursday, July 11, 2024 
 
Plenary 6: 
              Bishop Hector Burgos-Nunez presiding, Bishop John Schol assisting along with Bishop 
Jane Middleton. 

Declaratory Decision moved by Robin Hynicka (EPA) 
“May an annual conference create and adopt a rule to determine the eligibility of a 
delegate to jurisdiction and/or general conference who is actively serving and/or 
providing leadership in a denomination not in full communion with The United 
Methodist Church?”  Vote: 91 YES; 48 NO. 

 



PLENARY 6 
NORTHEASTERN JURISDICITON 

MINUTES 
JULY 11, 2024 

 
 
Call to Order 

Bishop Hector A. Burgos-Nunez called the plenary to order. He was assisted by Bishop John Schol 
and Bishop Jane Middleton. 
 
Bishop Burgos-Nunez indicated that the next order of business will be to consider Resolution #3 calling 
on the annual conferences of the NEJ to require the use of United Methodist resources when 
readmitting disaffiliated churches into the United Methodist Church. This resolution encourages our 
Annual Conferences to use formal United Methodist resources when admitting congregations that have 
disaffiliated from The United Methodist Church to ensure they understand the commitments of being 
United Methodist. 
 
Before being able to discuss Resolution #3, Bishop recognizes Robin Hynicka, Clergy Delegate from 
Eastern PA. He is requesting a declaratory decision on the following question: 

“May an annual conference create an adopt a rule to determine the eligibility of a delegate to 
jurisdictional and/or general conference who is actively serving and/or providing leadership in a 
denomination not in full communion with the United Methodist Church.” 

Bishop indicated the declaratory decision is in order.  
 
Creed Progue, lay delegate from Greater New Jersey ask a question about clarification on the current 
Book of Discipline passed at General Conference regarding the issue that Robin Hynicka raised in his 
declaratory decision? Bishop indicated that the chair does not have access to the information that Mr. 
Progue was asking and it would be impossible to get the information. 
 
Bishop asked Mr. Hynicka to read again his declaratory decision so all may hear what the body is voting 
on. Bishop indicated that this is not debatable and the body will move directly into a vote. 

VOTE: YES – 91; NO – 48.  
It will be forwarded to the Judicial Council. 
 
Bishop recognized Elizabeth Santos Fisher, lay, EPA for a point of order. She referenced ¶251.2 of The 
Discipline regarding qualifications listed in ¶27 and ask if it was legal to pass a resolution regarding 
qualifications for disbarring the election of someone who is in good standing. 
The Bishop ruled that the body has not done that and it is a moot question and it will not be considered. 
 
Bishop announced that the body is now at a hard stop and must recess for lunch. Bishop Burgos Nunez 
recognized Katie Reimer, lay delegate New York for a moment of personal privilege to speak about the 
Thursday in Black which is a global movement led by the World Council of Churches. 
 
Bishop indicated that after lunch delegates would gather in their new Episcopal areas. He called on Judi 
Kenaston to give instructions.   It is hoped that each area will talk about a vision for their area in the 
future, what needs to happen and secondly, the COE would like your input in terms of a name for the 
Episcopal area. 
 



The Conference Secretary gave the room locations for each Episcopal area.  
 
The Episcopal areas will meet at 1:15 and the chair reminded the body that we will resume as a total 
body at 2:40 pm. 
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INTERESTED PARTIES 

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling’s Decision of Law In Response to a Request  for Rulings of Law 

Presented by the Members of the Northeastern Jurisdictional Committee on Episcopacy During 

the 2024 Session of the Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference of The United Methodist Church 

 

 

Bishop Sandra Steiner Ball 

PO Box 2313 

Charleston, WV 25328 

bishopssball@gmail.com 

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton 

20 Soundview Avenue  

White Plains, NY 10606  

bishop@nyac.com  

Bishop Héctor Burgos Núñez 

7481 Henry Clay Boulevard  

Liverpool, NY 13088  

BishopBurgos@unyumc.org 

Bishop LaTrelle Easterling 

11711 East Market Place 

Fulton, MD 20759  

bishopeasterlingoffice@bwcumc.org  

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi 

1204 Freedom Road - PO Box 5002 

Cranberry Township, PA 16066 

Bishop@wpaumc.org  

Bishop John Schol 

205 Jumping Brook Road 

Neptune, NJ 07753 

Bishopjohnschol@gnjumc.org  

Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference (NEJ) 

c/o Thomas L. Salsgiver, Secretary 

303 Mulberry Drive 

Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 

tsalsgiver@susumc.org  

Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett 

217 South Rankin Road, Alcoa, TN, 37701 

P.O. Box 850, Alcoa, TN, 37701-0850 

dwp@holston.org 

Council of Bishops, United Methodist Church 

c/o Bishop L. Jonathan Holston, Secretary 

4908 Colonial Drive 

Columbia, SC 29203 

bishop@umcsc.org 

College of Bishops, Southeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference (SEJ) 

c/o Bishop Connie Shelton, Secretary 

700 Waterfield Ridge Place 

Garner, NC 27529 

bishop@nccumc.org  

Committee on Episcopacy, NEJ 

c/o Ms. Judi Kenaston, Chair 

110 Mulberry Dr. 

Hurricane, WV  25526 

judikenaston@gmail.com  

Interjurisdictional Committee on Episcopacy 

c/o Rev. Kimberly Ingram, Chair 

PO Box 2757 

Huntersville, NC 28070 

kingram@wnccumc.org  

Committee on Episcopacy, SEJ 

c/o Rev. Kimberly Ingram, Chair 

PO Box 2757 

Huntersville, NC 28070 

kingram@wnccumc.org 
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